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Dear Mr. Caccia: 


I am writing in response to your letter to the President of the Canadian Medical 
Association, Dr. Lionel Lavoie, regarding environmental sensitivity. Please 
accept my apologies for the delay in writing. 


With regard to environmental sensitivity, or environmental allergy, additional 
research needs to be undertaken to study this problem, including the criteria to be 
used by physicians for diagnosis, evaluation and treatment. The CMA would 
agree with the excerpt from the Ashford and Miller report, that environmental 


causes of various physical symptoms should be explored before a final diagnosis 


is made and subsequent treatment instituted. What is not clear at this time is the 


nature and extent of environmental investigation that should be done. 


The CMA: was represented at a May, 1990 workshop on this topic hosted by the 
Health Protection Branch of Health and Welfare Canada. We are looking forward 
to receiving the final report of that meeting. | 

I hope that this reply is helpful to you. 


Yours sincerely, 


Catherine McCourt, MD, FRCPC 
Associate Director 
Department of Health Services 
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